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she did not deserve the death sentence for her crime,
although the law provided for it," Frau Krause was
sentenced to ten years' hard labour.
A restaurant keeper who did not stick to the rules
about one-dish meals was fined 10,000 marks. Right
and left the courts sent offenders to prison and to the
executioners. One slight offence put the "criminal" at
least out of business.
Here the truth leaks out. It is the Nazi law which
orders the German people to starve. But in spite of the
law, the German people do not want to starve. The
drastic punishments threatened, handed out and duly
advertised in the Nazi press to warn would-be offenders
cannot prevent them from trying every way and means
to get more food.
The backdoors are swinging and the food racket is
blooming. Hoarders are at work again to such an extent
that here too an official warning has had to be issued.
It was reproduced in many Nazi papers. I will give the
version of the " Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung", which
said;
"Hoarding must come to an end. Many townspeople
imagine that there is a glut of everything eatable in the
country. Country folk receive moving letters from distant
relatives or acquaintances of whom they have heard
nothing for years. Generally these letters end with the
question: Can we get this or that delicacy your way?
No, to-day one cannot get this or that kind of bootleg
food anywhere in the country."
The paper had found the right word: bootleg. It is
possible to compare the food position in Germany to-day
with the prohibition period in the United States, The
official production of food is restricted, distribution along
all but regulated lines is forbidden. But there is plenty